
RESOLUTION NO. PTC2025-06 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
SAN CARLOS RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT AMENDMENTS TO THE 
2030 CITY OF SAN CARLOS GENERAL PLAN’S INTRODUCTION, LAND USE ELEMENT, 
CIRCULATION AND SCENIC HIGHWAYS ELEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
ELEMENT, PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENT, AND NOISE ELEMENT AS PART OF THE 
2045 GENERAL PLAN RESET PROJECT. 

  

WHEREAS, in July 2023 the City Council of the City of San Carlos approved a 
Professional Services Agreement with PlaceWorks for consulting services to prepare an 
update to the 2030 General Plan and an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), altogether 
referred to as the “2045 General Plan Reset Project”, to reset the development projections to 
the year 2045 for citywide commercial, office, industrial and residential uses in response to the 
continued development interest in the City’s East side and two new Specific Plans underway 
in the City; and 

WHEREAS, the San Carlos 2045 General Plan Reset project includes these interrelated 
documents: the San Carlos 2030 General Plan with proposed amendments to the Introduction, 
Land Use Element, Circulation and. Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management 
Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element; and associated Draft EIR and Final 

EIR which together constitute the EIR for the project; and 

WHEREAS, the focus of this resolution relates to amendments to the San Carlos General 
Plan’s Introduction, Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental 

Management Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element; and 

WHEREAS, the City prepared the revised development projections to the year 2045 to 
inform the General Plan update and on June 3, 2024 released a Notice of Preparation of EIR 
and solicited public input from June 3, 2024, to July 3, 2024 on the scope of EIR; and 

WHEREAS, the City conducted stakeholder group meetings between September 2024 
and October 2024 to solicit input on the project; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed General Plan amendments to the Introduction, Land Use 
Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management Element, 
Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element and the Draft EIR was prepared for the 
proposed 2045 General Plan Reset Project and circulated for a 45-day public review from 
January 17, 2025, to March 3, 2025 to solicit agency and public input on the analysis of the 
potential environmental effects associated with the implementation of the project and 
amendments to the General Plan; and 

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2025, the City conducted a Public Hearing at the Planning 
and Transportation Commission’s regular meeting to present the proposed General Plan 
amendments and findings of Draft EIR and solicit input from the public and Planning and 
Transportation Commission on the project; and 

WHEREAS, on February 24, 2025, the City Council held a Study Session to review the 

proposed General Plan amendments to the Introduction, Land Use Element, Circulation and 

Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management Element, Parks and Recreation



Element, and Noise Element and provided comments to the staff; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the California Government Code Section 65300 et seq., 

the amendments made to the Introduction, Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways 

Element, Environmental Management Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise 

Element have been developed to be comprehensive, internally consistent, long-term, and to 

address State law requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Carlos referred the proposed amendments to the Introduction, 

Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management 

Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element to all California Native American 

tribes on the contact list provided by the Native American Heritage Commission and to other 

entities listed; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Transportation Commission conducted a duly noticed public 

hearing on the San Carlos 2045 General Plan Reset project on May 5, 2025 to consider a 

recommendation to the City Council regarding adoption of the amendments to the Introduction, 

Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management 

Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA, the Planning and Transportation Commission has 

recommended that the City Council certify the 2045 General Plan Reset EIR as adequate and 

complete in compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines, and as adequate and 

complete for consideration in making a decision on the merits of amendments to the 2030 City of 

San Carlos’ General Plan’s Introduction, Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways 

Element, Environmental Management Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise 

Element; and further recommends to the City Council that based on the findings set forth in the 

PTC Resolution 2025- __ adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations; and adopt a Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED BY THE 
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT: 

1. Findings 

a. The above recitals are incorporated by reference. 

b. The amendments to the 2030 City of San Carlos’ General Plan’s Introduction, Land 

Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management 

Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element, and uphold the 2009 

San Carlos General Plan as a comprehensive, long-term document capable of guiding 

the future development of the City. 

c. The amendments to the 2030 City of San Carlos’ General Plan’s Introduction, Land 

Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental Management 

Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element meets all the 

requirements for such plans as contained in the Planning and Zoning Law 

(Government Code, sections 65300-65303.4) and other laws.



2. Adoption 

a. The Planning and Transportation Commission recommends that the City Council 
adopt the amendments to the 2030 City of San Carlos’ General Plan’s Introduction, 
Land Use Element, Circulation and Scenic Highways Element, Environmental 
Management Element, Parks and Recreation Element, and Noise Element as set forth 
in Exhibit A. A glossary of page references of amendments is included in Exhibit B and 
a summary of policy and action item amendments is included in Exhibit C. 

Passed and adopted as Resolution of the Planning and Transportation Commission of the City 
of San Carlos at a regular meeting thereof held on the 5'" day of May, 2025, by the following 
vote: 

AYES, PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONMEMBERS: Anand, Bundy. 
Castaneda, Garvey, Clements 
NOES, PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONMEMBERS: None 
ABSENT, PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEMBERS: None 

CHAIR, Planning and Transportation Commission 

  

  

ATTEST: 

(ule Wrdkes sil 
Assistant Community Development Director of the City of San Carlos



EXHIBIT A 

City of San Carlos 
2045 General Plan Reset Project 

Amendments to the City of San Carlos’ 2030 General Plan’s Introduction, Land Use, 

Circulation and Scenic Highways, Environmental Management, Parks and Recreation, 

and Noise Elements 

Found at the following site: 

www.cityofsancarlos.org/2045GeneralPlanReset: 

The following document contains the 2030 General Plan with tracked amendments - 

2030 General Plan Proposed Amendments



Exhibit B 

City of San Carlos 
2045 General Plan Reset Project 

General Plan Amendments - Glossary of Page References 

i: Cover; ii: List of Figures; iii: List of Tables; iv: Land Acknowledgement 

Chapter 1: Introduction 

Pages 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, 

Chapter 3: Land Use Element 

Pages 22, 25, 27, 28, 33, 34, 36, 38, 46, 47, 50, 53, 54, 57, 58, 59, 60, 66, 69, 80, 81 

Chapter 5: Circulation and Scenic Highways Element 

Pages 90, 91, 99, 100, 101, 103 

Chapter 6: Environmental Management Element 

Pages 121, 122,129, 130, 143 

Chapter 7: Parks and Recreation Element 

Pages 172, 175 

Chapter 9: Noise Element 

Pages 267, 273, 274



EXHIBIT C 

City of San Carlos 

2045 General Plan Reset Project 

Summary of Proposed Policy and Action Items Amendments 

This document presents proposed amendments to the San Carlos 2030 General Plan. 

Underlined text represents language that has been added to the General Plan; text with 

strikethrough has been deleted from the General Plan. This document focuses on non- 

formatting changes to the policies and actions of the General Plan and does not include 

changes to the General Plan format, background information, or narrative language. 

Chapter 3 - Land Use Element 

e Action LU-1.1: Continue to ev: aluate the Lransnortation B man Mans ment Ordinance t 

  

vehicular trip generation from n new .w development by 20 percent 

e Policy LU-4.3: Annexation of undeveloped parcels shall be in substantial compliance with 

the following criteria: 

a. 

b. 

The parcels are contiguous to parcels located in the City of San Carlos and contiguous 
or provisions have been made to become contiguous to city streets. 

Require minimum lot size in hillside areas considered for subdivision or annexation to be 

larger than lots on flat areas to minimize slope instability, erosion and drainage impacts. 

Lots shall meet, or shall be merged to meet, the minimum lot size established in the 

subdivision ordinance. 

Parcels with development potential of five or more lots shall cluster single-family 

detached homes utilizing the Planned Community RCzene to the degree feasible. In 
such cases the density may not exceed the density permitted by the lot size standards of 
the San Carlos Subdivision Ordinance. Further, the provisions related to portions of the 
development which must remain ungraded shall apply. Only the lot size requirements 

may vary. In such cases, the minimum lot size shall be 10,000 square feet. 

e Policy LU-4.6 Parcels proposed for annexation to the City shall be prezoned. 
Undeveloped Residential Parcels. Parcels with development potential of five or more lots 
shall be zoned to Planned Gormmaunit-avith minimum R-+LD Development Standards) 

Development with minimum RS-3 development standards prior to approval of a Tentative 
subalvision Map. 

a. 

  

    

  

 



2045 General Plan Reset: Proposed General Plan Amendments 

e Policy LU-5.16: Identify, develop and implement Redevelopment Agency sponsored 

programs and other public/private partnership developments to help facilitate economic 

development. 

Action LU-6,5: Conti imol East Si ion District Vision P opted 

on October 25, 2021 (Resolution 2021-107). 
  

e Policy LU-5.17: Encourage the development as well as improvements to the ingress and 

egress on the following public parking lots plazas: South Plaza, Williams Plaza, Wheeler 

Plaza and Clark Plaza. Encourage the consolidation and acquisition of parcels when 

opportunities become available to expand the public parking lots plazas, provide improved 

ingress and egress and improve the efficiency of design. 

° Action LU-7.1: Continue to implement the-City’s-adopted Bicycle-and Petestian Master 

  

e Policy LU-8.19: Residential structures shall be de- signed to be compatible with existing 

structures in the vicinity, avoid obstructing views from adjacent structures or views of 

community importance, avoid interference with the right or ability to use solar energy and be 

consistent with the Objective Design Standards ceramunity-design-principles. 

e Policy LU-12.1: Evaluate historical, cultural, and tribal cultural resources early in the 

development review process through consultation with interested parties. 

e Action LU-12.1: Ensure thorough compliance with the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) relating to potential impacts to cultural, and historical, 

and tribal cultural resources. 

Action LU-12.     

  

sensitivity Ther feaulrementa ima wwinclude i) an nehotlalcus each 2) 

raini ral itivi r 

discovered. 

Chapter 5 — Circulation and Scenic Highways Element 

e Policy CSH- 3.1: Strive to reduce beseme and development rented traffic by implementing 

  

e Policy CSH-3.3: Support the incorporation of Transportation Demand Management 

measures in new development to reduce traffic impacts. 

e Policy CSH-3.7: Public sidewalks and walkways shall be designed to accommodate access 

in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act_and including any other applicable 

State and federal laws, regulations and guidelines, and shall be kept clear of obstruction.



2045 General Plan Reset: Proposed General Plan Amendments 

Policy CSH-3.8 ihe City shall Seo einen ee continue to evaluate service 

  

Transportation Study} Guidelines as adopted November 12, 2024, Resolution 2024-118. The 
City recognizes that certain development project(s) may cause thistevelofservice-geal 

these thresholds to be exceeded. The City may approve such development project(s) if 
specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits outweigh the adverse effects, 

Action CSH-3.2: The City shall consider adoption of a Transportation Impact Fee for new 

development to support city-wide Transportation Demand Management measures. 

Policy CSH-4.2: Reduce potential conflicts, safety hazards and physical obstacles between 
bicyclists, automobiles and pedestrians and ensure compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Ac’ 

guidelines. 

  

Chapter 6 — Environmental Management 

Policy EM-1.1: Ensure that potential impacts to biological resources and sensitive habitat 

are ae evaluated nen ee Sin Ln project epee. through the 

    

  

  

    

  

  
Action EM-7.3: Update the Climate Action Plan (CAP) every five years, including but not 
limited to: 

a. Arevised greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory; 

b. An overview of new knowledge of the causes and anticipated impacts of climate change; 

c. Collaborate with stakeholders and volunteers to assist in the preparation and 

implementation of the effective CAP. 

d. An assessment of the appropriateness and adequacy of San Carlos’ GHG reduction 

target; 

e. Asummary of the quantified cost per metric ton of carbon dioxide equivalent reduced per 

emission reduction measure; 

f. An evaluation of the effectiveness of existing programs; and



2045 General Plan Reset: Proposed General Plan Amendments 

g. Considerations for the use of low-carbon and sustainable materials to reduce embodied = : GHG : et(s); anc 

hg. Modifications to goals, policies and strategies as needed to achieve the GHG reduction 

target. 

  

Chapter 7 — Parks and Recreation 

e Policy PR-2.3: Continue to support implementation of trail connections as identifi ied in the 

  

e Policy PR-3.7: Protect the Youth Center as a valuable venue exclusively for giving priority to 

youth activities and programs as subject to the terms in the Youth Center Use Policy 
adopted by City Council. 

Chapter 9 — Noise 

o 

  

  

  

  

e Policy NOI-1.12: Ensure consistency with the noise compatibility policies and criteria 

container M the San Carlos Mrport Lane Ween Comprehensive Airport Land Use 

Col Plan Envir ; Airport.


